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America the Beautiful
O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain!
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee
And crown thy good with 
brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea!

O beautiful for pilgrim feet,
Whose stern, impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat
Across the wilderness!
America! America! 
God mend thine every flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law!

Oh, beautiful for heroes proved
In liberating strife,
Who more than self their country 
loved,
And mercy more than life!
America! America!
May God thy gold refine,
Till all success be nobleness,
And ev’ry gain divine.
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VERITATEM PROSEQUIMUR — WE PURSUE TRUTH.

Mission
Notre Dame of Maryland University educates leaders to transform the world.

Embracing the vision of the founders, the School Sisters of Notre Dame, the University promotes the 
advancement of women and provides a liberal arts education in the Catholic tradition.

Notre Dame challenges women and men to strive for intellectual and professional excellence, to 
build inclusive communities, to engage in service to others, and to promote social responsibility.

Motto
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Invocation
Tavia Williams, Class of 2020

America the Beautiful
NDMU CONCERT CHOIR
Jolisse Gray
Eden Lewis
Christina McConnell
Caleigha Neil
Jamiee Norris

Leah Inger, Director
Esther Lee, Piano

Presentation of Candidate for 
Doctor of Humane Letters, 
honoris causa
presenter

Marylou Yam, Ph.D., President 

recipient

Mary Maher, SSND

Commencement Address
speaker introduction

Margaret Ellen Mahoney, SSND

speaker

Mary Maher, SSND

Presentation of Mullan 
Distinguished Teacher Award
Sharon Slear, SSND, Ph.D., Provost and 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Presentation of Candidates  
for Degrees 
Sharon Slear, SSND, Ph.D., Provost and 
Vice President for Academic Affairs

Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science
Master of Arts and Master of Science
Certificate of Advanced Study in Education
Doctor of Pharmacy
Doctor of Philosophy

Conferral of Degrees
Marylou Yam, Ph.D., President  

Student Response
Sarah Urie, Class of 2021

Closing Remarks
Marylou Yam, Ph.D., President 

Benediction
Tavia Williams, Class of 2020

Alma Mater
NDMU CONCERT CHOIR
Jolisse Gray
Eden Lewis
Christina McConnell
Caleigha Neil
Jamiee Norris

Leah Inger, Director
Esther Lee, Piano

Program



Undergraduate 
D egrees 
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Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science,  
School of Arts, Sciences, and Business

Class of 2020 August 2019, December 2019, May 2020

	+ Raya Mohammed Alaaldeen Cum Laude
Adam T. Al-Ahmary
Amirah Arafat Summa Cum Laude
Ashley Patricia Arias
Amanda Brooke Ashton Cum Laude
Aisha Azhar Cum Laude
Gerriza Alonsagay Balmes Magna Cum Laude
Darian Alysia Barton

	+ Kayla Becker

*	 Christopher Matthew Beigel
Samantha Lynn Bell
Maria Lyubomyra Blaszkiw Magna Cum Laude
Jeannette Rosales Blanco 
Chavonne Annmaría Amina Bowen
Monae Kayla Brayboy 

	+ Deborah Marie Burnett
Katie L. Cardinal Magna Cum Laude
Isabella Theresa Carununga
Emily Christine Cherry Summa Cum Laude
Don'she Alexis Cloude
Valentina Dallasta Cum Laude
Cathryanna Allene Dorsey Magna Cum Laude

*	 Aquilina Faginas Cum Laude
	+ Nichole M. Feltner
Sara Mackenzie Few 
Emily P. Garzon 
Elizabeth C. Grasso Magna Cum Laude
Alexandra Gabrielle Guerrero 

	+ Rhea Lynne Melgar Guzman Summa Cum Laude
Ke'lani Ny'kel Hall Cum Laude

	+ Lanise MaeAlexis Hall
Marquel Reneé Hayes 

	+ Helen Michele Kucey Magna Cum Laude
Maura Leonard
Lacey Blair Leschefsky 
Maria Kristina Hernandez Mabilangan 

Kayin Eli Mazyck 

*	 Kathleen Moreland
	+ Alexis Faye Morgan Magna Cum Laude
Keira K. Mull Summa Cum Laude
Alexandra Baumgart Mumma Cum Laude
Lyle Royce Munroe Magna Cum Laude
Anne Powell Nehra Cum Laude
Uloaku Anthonia Onwumelu Summa Cum Laude

	+ Khamaree Destinee Owens
Loren Mackensey Pardoe 
Prutha J. Patel Cum Laude
Colette Anne Pierce Cum Laude
Jessica Profilio Cum Laude

	+ Erjola Pulaj
	+ Adrienne Nicole Purpura
Ebony Sierra Rich 
Fathima Hanaa Rimzan 
Christine Anne Beltran Roa Summa Cum Laude

*	 Davida Kula Rogers
Florence H. Saladino 
Adamary Sanchez-Martinez 
Rose Dominic Lu Sebastian Magna Cum Laude
Lauren Michele Shapiro Magna Cum Laude
Djeneba Sidibe 

	+ Angela Marina Sigismondi
	+ Ashley Mae Simms Cum Laude
Joanne Leslie Torres 
Sandy Anh Hong Vo 
Abigael Shea Waddell 
Allison Brett Werman 
Nia Antonette Wiggins 
Tavia Jodi-Ann Williams Summa Cum Laude
Jessie Lake Willinghan Magna Cum Laude

	+ Jennifer Winterling Cum Laude
	+ Hannah Nicole Woodworth Magna Cum Laude
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Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science,  
School of Arts, Sciences, and Business

Class of 2021 August 2020, December 2020, May 2021

Ludiya Veans Abdalla
Johnitta Adubea Amihere
Hannah Jinella Letigio Amodia
Kristen Melody Anderson
Fidelia Ewuramma Asomani Magna Cum Laude
Carolin Lisa Baehr
Haley Marie Belcher
Andrea Rasuole Berkheimer
Myra Miracle Beyene Magna Cum Laude
Chelsea Pilar Lopez Boyd Magna Cum Laude
Kieala Tahjee Mone Brown

	+ Dylaney Marie Burk Magna Cum Laude
Jamesha Caldwell
Hannah Marie Campbell Magna Cum Laude
Brianna Nicole Carter
Calenna Cauley
Hajlyn Symone Davis
Taylor A. Epps
Andrea Sierra Faulknor Summa Cum Laude
Kaylee Eyana Fenwick
Adrianna D. Fletcher
Sasha Harden Flores
Bisola Victoria Folorunsho Cum Laude
Dionne Asong-Atabong Forbin Cum Laude
Bria Keyonna Foster
Kimberly Sue Gagen

	+ Victoria Lee Gardner Magna Cum Laude
Tiffany Amber Gary-Headley
Arielle Kianna Gibson
Samantha L. Grannas
Kimberly Lynn Griffith

*	 Kelly N. Harrison
Justise B. Heflin
Luisapaula Hernandez
Caitlynn McBride Hickey

*	 Tiara Daniel Elizabeth Hines Cum Laude
Naudiyajana A. Hopkins

Ariel Sierra Jackson
Ayana Renae Johnson
Deborah Anne Johnston
Pakeeza Kalsoom Cum Laude
Taylor Lindsay King
Latrice Cherie Lane
Maya Diega Lazaro
Gimena Vanessa Lemus
Jeraka Nicole Lucas
Kathleen Louise Malone

	+ Tina Elizabeth Marmion Cum Laude
	+ Katherine J. Martinez Argueta
Morgan McCaffity

	+ Jordan Nicole McKeldin Summa Cum Laude
Lesly Mendoza
Samantha Young Miguez Tolliver
Breonna Tanae Morten
Tramanh Ngoc Nguyen
Ashley Novak Cum Laude
Felicity Nsiah

	+ Jennifer A. Pohler
Ceida Yanira Portillo
Maria Johnson Purcell Cum Laude
Luz M. Ramos
Nisbah Javiad Rana
Collita C. Richardson
Coty Chanel Rock

*	 Aiyana Symone Rodgers
Demicca Shiree Ross
Taylor Alexis Sadlo
Gabriella Nour Shahine
Michaila Anne Sheedy Magna Cum Laude
Hyeon Elizabeth Shin
Elizabeth Marie Silcott
Emily Michaelene Silverio
Angelie Singh
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Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science,  
School of Arts, Sciences, and Business

Class of 2021 continued

Lacey Rasheda Smith Cum Laude
Madison Anne Stoner
Sarah Emerson Sweet Summa Cum Laude
Bintou Timbiné Summa Cum Laude
Allison Marie Trumpler Summa Cum Laude
Sarah Victoria Urie Magna Cum Laude

Mariana Judith Velasco Forest
Jasmine Marcellus Ward
Quenetta L. Williams
Vanessa La-Tanya Wright
Christiana Young



9Not re  D a m e  O f  Ma r yl a n d  U n i v e rs i ty

Bachelor of Arts, School of Education

Class of 2020 August 2019, December 2019, May 2020

	+ Alanna Morgan Bater
	+ Jacob A. Boffen
Amelia Joanna Buckler-White Summa Cum Laude

	+ Kerese Tameka Chase Magna Cum Laude
*	 Donielle Michelle DeToy Magna Cum Laude

Alexis Marie Gentry Magna Cum Laude
Spencer Christian Harris Magna Cum Laude

	+ Katelyn Marie Hawkins Magna Cum Laude
	+ Megan Elizabeth Heinrich
	+ Julie Patricia Hipp Summa Cum Laude
	+ Melissa Rachel Hoffman
	+ Morgan Taylor Hoskins Cum Laude

	+ April Danielle Jackson Magna Cum Laude
	+ Nikki C. Jones
Jennifer Leslie Nelson Magna Cum Laude

*	 Katelyn Ogle Magna Cum Laude
Tia Richardson Magna Cum Laude
Lauren Nichole Talley Magna Cum Laude
Sierra Nicole Vancek Magna Cum Laude
Lindsey Danielle Walker Summa Cum Laude

*	 Lauren Elizabeth Wallace

*	 Tamira Renay Weems
Sarah Ann Yatty

Class of 2021 August 2020, December 2020, May 2021

Helen Marie Banting
	+ Melinda Gale Cornwell
Amanda J. Greenstreet

	+ Alexandra Marie Grimm Summa Cum Laude
	+ Erica Michelle Groom Summa Cum Laude
	+ Latrondra E. Jenkins

*	 Sara Wren Kanwisher
Alexander G. Kernozek
Ellen Marie Kershaw

	+ Carson Rae Liebrecht

*	 Angelique Danielle Loeffler
	+ Anthea Cherylene Lowe Magna Cum Laude
	+ Morgan Noel Lutz
Chelsea Lynn Mann Magna Cum Laude

Aletheia Romaine McCaskill
Bernadette Marie Miller
Samantha Lynn Miller
Leah Marie Mitchell

*	 Gabriel Sunday Oluwayemi Magna Cum Laude
Melina M. Poole Magna Cum Laude

	+ Kristin Lynnette Raley Magna Cum Laude
Candice Lynn Smith

	+ Ashley Nicole Stinnett
	+ Gabrielle Patricia Thompson Summa Cum Laude
Robert Wilson Trott Magna Cum Laude

	+ Olivia Christine Zinn
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Bachelor of Science, School of Nursing

Class of 2020 August 2019, December 2019, May 2020

	+ Aramide C. Ajayi
Adebola Balogun
Heather Jean Barry Magna Cum Laude
Jessica Victoria Baumgartner Magna Cum Laude

	+ Jasmine Anne Beishline
	+ Hiwot Moges Belayneh
	+ Cheryl K. Brewer
La'Leta E. Carver

	+ Rachel Agnes Cooney
	+ Timothy G. Cox, Jr.
	+ Elizabeth Rose Davis Magna Cum Laude
Kayleigh Davis

*	 Pauline Christina Deans-Bryant
Giuditta Ann Generoso Della
Chelsea Lynn Dennis

	+ Lori Rae Dibelka
Capucine Marie Dingle

	+ Graham P. Dougherty
	+ Christy McCoy Elzey
Sierra Dawn Fenwick Cum Laude
Charlotte Bair Florentine
Vanessa Tyeast Foote

	+ Leah Wagithi Gecheo

*	 Sorin Girlea
	+ Carrie Ann Hanna
	+ Teresa Elizabeth Hiebler
	+ Clancy O'Sullivan Hoekzema
	+ Kimberly Erin Hohman
Yahira Fabiana Jaen
Tatyana Laray Johnson
Erin Rose Kalander

	+ Satta Kanagbou
	+ Carleen Leoni Kerr
Tammy Kidd Hussey

	+ Amy L. Kragh

	+ Kellie Krouse Cum Laude
Nouran Jamal Mahmoud Abdel Monem

	+ John Christian C. Marasigan
Mary Gabrielle Louisse Lemi Marquez

	+ Julie A. McClyment Cum Laude
Michelle Pavlik Morris

	+ Melanie Lynn Morrison
Lauren M. Munchel
Nnenne G. Odukwu
Eric Fausto Ortega Pagdanganan
Paulette E. Patterson
Emily Rose Pepin

	+ Julie H. Pompei
Krystle N. Rice
Tschantia Kiyontae Riley
Judy Izabel Rivas
Kristofer Michael Robison
Kathy Rodriguez
Kaitlin Nicole Rucci
Anna Rutkowski

	+ Nikema N. Seay
Catherine Chelagat Sergon Magna Cum Laude

*	 Norita Denise Slaughter
	+ Aricka Jennifer Smith
Shanna Solese-Ragsdale

	+ Kristen Maria Sudano
Ricelle Alix M. Taganas

*	 Keri Jean Kristin Tate Summa Cum Laude
*	 Kierra Shauntae Thomas

*	 Lauren E. Thomson
Dawn M. Valerio

*	 Adrianne Marie Wade
Jessica Marie Wells Magna Cum Laude

	+ Patrice Winters
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Bachelor of Science, School of Nursing

Class of 2021  August 2020, December 2020, May 2021

Rebecca Cahill Aksamit
Gina Mae Alfano Magna Cum Laude

*	 Jessica Leigh Allen Cum Laude
*	 Sabrina Aloe

*	 Adaeze C. Amasiatu
Gifty Asare

	+ Nidhi Avichal
Zhanae Maileana Bailey-El

*	 Anna Barrett

*	 Moira Ann Berzins

*	 Allison Marie Boissonneault

*	 Angel D. Boyd 
Jodie Danielle Bronushas Magna Cum Laude
Jennifer Reese Bryant
Brooke B. Burley
Sneha Susan Chacko
Sheena Nichelle Chase

	+ Jennifer Lynn Chin
	+ Kelly Ann Cimino
	+ Kristin L. Coleman
	+ Nicole A. Cowell

*	 Shaina Jordan Cullens
Fatoumatta Darboe
Aaliyah Marie Derry

*	 Jennifer Marie Dickensheets
Sharmaine Rena Dyson
Melissa D. Eckhart

*	 Lauren M. Fanshawe
Jenae A. Fernandes Cum Laude

*	 Allison Forney
Casey E. Franks Cum Laude
Brooke Elizabeth Fullem

	+ Leah M. German
Emily Jean Glaser Summa Cum Laude
Antoinette Nicole Goosby Magna Cum Laude

*	 Jakelinn L. Harris
Desha Marie Harrison

	+ Sarah L. Harrison

*	 Lianne Amanda Harrison-Wedderburn
	+ Ksenia Nikolayevna Horwitz
Ana Lisbeth Jaldin Rocha

*	 Heather E. Jenney

*	 K-Lita Jennings
	+ Kenyon Johnson
Sureena Lalitha Johnson

	+ Latanya R. Johnson-Strong
	+ Karen Elizabeth Jones

*	 Mary Jessica Kartel
Corinne Elizabeth Kelly

*	 Sarah M. Kim Cum Laude
June Ann Kippeny

	+ Ariel Raquel Elaine Leone

*	 Jayme L. Levy
Jordan Rachel Lewis Cum Laude
Camyll Yolanda Renae Long Summa Cum Laude

*	 Aisha Talesha Maybank
	+ Catherine N. Mbua
	+ Brandy Marie McDonald

*	 Samantha R. Meir-Levi
	+ Stacey Lynn Milburn
Kelly A. Morris
Jeanne L. Mosmiller

	+ Deirdre C. Murdock

*	 Sureena C. Nair Cum Laude
*	 Chase Adam Neitzke

*	 Garrett Royal Nelson, Jr.

*	 Shana Marie Nelson

*	 Thuy V. Nguyen
Nancy Njuguna-Noru
Emmanuel Oraifo Ojeanelo

	+ Patricia Ortiz

*	 Josiah V. O'Sullivan
	+ Aarika Lyn Pakulski

*	 Mary-Kathryn Peck

*	 Madison Elizabeth Pedzich
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Bachelor of Science, School of Nursing

Class of 2021 continued

*	 Lauren Gibson Pine

*	 Katarzyna Podgorska
Lucy Marie Polvinale

*	 Sydney Erin Price 
Megan Lynn Pumphrey
Caroline Rita Roberts

*	 Karen Lee Roberts
	+ Beveine A. Rodney

*	 Danielle Ruby Ross

*	 Joanna M. Rutkowski
Glenn Marie Marinduque Salas

*	 Cornitra Taché Sampson
	+ Shawntee Lynnette Saulet
Sara Erin Jane Schapiro
Hayley M. Schell
Melissa Renee Schlothauer

*	 Michael R. Schneider Summa Cum Laude
*	 Madison McKenzie Schutz

Michaela Rebecca Seay Summa Cum Laude
	+ Jessica L. Serrano
Mackenzie N. Shepherd
Adrienne Cathleen Shuman Magna Cum Laude

	+ Veronika Boyib Tamfu
Yodelle Ylloisse A. Tan

	+ Brooke AnnaMarie Tetrick
	+ Crystal Yvonne Thomas

*	 Leah Nelson Thyberg
Christabel Timothy
Gabriela Maria Torres Cum Laude
Yanicel Yanilka Tunon Corretjer

*	 Riley E. Turner
Katelyn Quinn Walker Cum Laude

	+ Sara-Ann Esther Wallace 
Yarnee Sharae Whitaker

*	 Jazmin Natasha Williams
Andrea Zuluaga Cum Laude
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G raduate D egrees 
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Master of Arts and Master of Science,  
School of Arts, Sciences, and Business

Class of 2020 August 2019, December 2019, May 2020

Rebecca Michelle Albert
Wendy Lizmey Ayala
Tina M. Baer
Eddie Bennett, Jr.

*	 Rachel L. Beyerle 
	+ Jenna Chiavacci Bohn 
Melissa Jean Carr
Santita Aaliyah Frances Castellano

*	 Jonathan M. Desmarais 
Lauren Candice Ford

*	 Luci Mazzullo Gens 
Sydney Gettier
Anna Marie Gibney

	+ Gina Taylor Johnson 

*	 Morgana Victoria Kinlan
Robert B. Leitch
Diana Patricia Liz-Cabrera
Kaitlin Margaret Leah Martinez

	+ Jenna Marie Massoni 
Sarah Rae Mattingly

	+ Ly-Anh McKinley McCoy 
	+ Cara Corsaro Meekins 
	+ Paul A. Mehrkam 
Allison Miller
Rhonda Blasdel Miller

	+ Yvonne Ngalula Mutshipayi 
Kelechi Mary Otuka
Angela Lynn Pabich
Carolyn Jean Pearson

*	 Lauren Marie Rohrs 
Eric Matthew Singley
Ronie Ashley Stephan

	+ Caryn L. Swierzbin 
	+ Stephanie Thomas 
	+ Natalie Van Horn 
William Richard Wiesner
Heather Marie Wilson
Jessica Erin Wood
Nicholas Kendall Zaborowski
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Master of Arts and Master of Science,  
School of Arts, Sciences, and Business

Class of 2021 August 2020, December 2020, May 2021

*	 Akosua Seònaid Ayisoe 
Danielle Banda 
Caroline Wald Barry 

	+ Breayana J. Bennett
	+ Liberty Bliss 
Michelle Marie Brown 

	+ Susannah Brown 
Robert Le Roy Browning II 
Ryan L. Clark

*	 Anna Lorraine Consorte 
Helen Vanessa Contreras 
Jennifer Dawson 
Stephanie Martin Ehrlich 

*	 Susan S. Ewing 
Jason Allegretti Freeman 
James Garner

	+ Joy Christine Johnson 

*	 Emily A. Kendall 
	+ Emily Catherine Kennard 
	+ Qin Li 

*	 Michelle Diane Long 
Jenna Maroa Maher 

	+ Daniel Mathwin 
Dayna Louise Mayo 
Siobhan C. McIntyre 
Drew D. Minert

	+ Marie Quinn Morrison 
Jennifer Lauren Murphy 

*	 Melanie Marguerite Patkus 

*	 Danielle Nicole Piontkowski
	+ Bailey C. Pratt

*	 Melanie Karls Sanderson 
	+ Leigha Paige Schrader 
Thomas Christopher Screech 

*	 Cole H. Smith

*	 Karen Ann Smithson
	+ Geordan Alexis Sommer
Danielle Cheryl Thomas 
Courtney Van Shura 
Raquel J. Warbington
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Master of Arts, School of Education

Class of 2020 August 2019, December 2019, May 2020

Bethany Megan Ables 
Danielle Rebecca Adams 
Ajsa Agic 

	+ Santosh Agnihotri 

*	 Christopher Michael Aiello, Jr. 
Catherine Lynn Allen 

	+ Amee Trushar Amin 
	+ Aurore Anastassiadis 
Alexandra Justine Anderson 

	+ Leslie Erin Anderson 
	+ Tara Kristine Anderson 
Samantha Taylor Andrucyk 

	+ Nicole Antalffy Antonelli 
Marc Kaimana Aqui 
Megan Downs Back 
Kimberly Elaine Banks-Brown 
Laker E. Barber 

*	 Taylor Leigh Barry 
Douglas William Bauer 
Stephanie Michelle Beach 
Meghan Keenan Beam 

*	 Samantha Jessen Becker 

*	 Salvador Antonio Benitez 
Kamilah Madelyn Bennett 
Jennifer R. Bishop 
Brian Shane Bobrow 

	+ Julia M. Bourgeois 
Nicolette Alysan Bowersock 
Brionna Diamond Boyd 
Roberta Marie Braswell 

	+ Erik Michael Brown 
Jane Marie Bryant Dionne 

*	 Samuel Tanner Buppert 
Tracey Lee Burk 

*	 Joanne Byrne 
Coleman Eugene Caldwell 
William Franklin Caldwell 

	+ Francesca Verna Calloway 

Jazmine C. Carey 
Spencer Carroll 

	+ Daiana Ruby Casarrubias 
Elina Chang 
Kiah Nichole Chatt 

	+ Mary Kaitlin Cherel 
	+ Chanei Arena S. Clemons 

*	 Michelle Elizabeth Clevenger 
Jenna Lynne Cooke 
Olivia Maria Costantini 
Peter S. Costantino 

	+ Salvacion Pascua Cresidio-Ayres 
Bianca Zelisa Crockett 
Ashley P Crossland 

	+ Milan Curro 
Christina A. Davillier 

	+ Lindsey Anne Deen 
	+ Margaret McCann Deighton 
Magdalena Magnuson DelCampo 
Elizabeth Greer DePasquale 

	+ Lauren Patrice DeZinno 
	+ Haley Donnell 
Matthew Michael Dugan 
Alyssa Nicole Engle 
Carla Jean Estocsin 

*	 Angela Lynn Evans 
Anna Baker Farragher 
Clinton Joseph Felts 
Heather Louise Ferguson 
Anna Katherine Filosa 

	+ Sara Kristina Ford 
Tricia Mae Diras Fortuna 
Chiara Maria Fortunato 
Shmuel Eitan Gabai 
Samantha C. Gannon 
Miesha Alexis Gay 
Brianna Corinne Gehan 

	+ Kammeran Tyree Giggers 
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Master of Arts, School of Education

Class of 2020 continued

	+ Matthew Donovan Gilbert 
	+ Heather G. Giles 
Angela M. Goslin 
Hayley Alexandra Greenwood 
Rachel C. Grula 
Vanessa E. Grula 
Eleanor R. Guerin 
Madeline Claire Hagan 

	+ Rachel Marie Hardesty 
Buffy E. Hartung 

	+ Erin Jean Hauser 
	+ Kara M. Heavel 
	+ Marca M. Henriques Dawson 

*	 Tierra Mercedes Herndon 
	+ Courtney Rebecca Herre 
Megan J. Hilla 
Britney L. Hodge 
Patrick X. Hodge 
Leah E. Hoeferkamp 

*	 Sarah Elizabeth Hohman 
	+ Mikelle Lenae Horne 
Lauren Alberta Hoyson 

	+ Ebony Jasmine Hull 

*	 Alice Marie Hunter 
Monica Ann Jefferson 

*	 Andrew Garrett Johnson 
Melissa Braswell Johnson 
Chanelle Nicole Jones 

*	 Jennifer Lynn Jones 
Monica Joynes-Massey 

*	 Jody L. Junior 
Lauren Jurd Hawkes 
Jessica Nicole Kajdas 

	+ Jordan Elizabeth Kaschak 
	+ Christina Kavakakis 
Maria Amalia Keefe 
Kelly L. Kemp 

*	 Bethanie Ann Kern 

*	 Ryan Joseph Kistner 

Michael R. Kittrell, Jr. 
	+ Stefanie Vranum Kjaeroe 
Megan Perrone Klein 

	+ Meryl Joy Klein 
Abigail Sullivan Krauss 

*	 Ericka Brook Landeck 

*	 Rebecca Lang 
	+ Rachel L. Larichiuta 
Remi Aleksandra Lehrer 
Grace Anne Lennon 
Nicole E. Lertora 
Rorie Alexandra Lew 
Puncharas Limanwat 
Ginger Noëlle Lindauer Ridgely 
Giovanna Alexandra Loizaga 

	+ Nicole Louise Lovett 
Ruth Miriam Lucas Limaymanta 
Michelle Lee Maenner 

	+ Adina Mihaela Manu 
	+ Paul Joseph Marick 
	+ Kayla Veronica Marshall 
Stephanie Sasser Martin 

*	 Blake Daniel Mason 
Katelyn M. Matuszak 
Kelsey L. Matuszak 

	+ Paige Kim McCardell 
Olivia Ann McCarthy 
Erica Leigh McDonald 
Christopher Patrick McKinney 
Elizabeth Anne McMahon 

	+ Lauren Ann Mealey 
Mary Meehan-Vail 
Stephanie Harkins Melefsky 

	+ Abigail Ellen Metcalf 
	+ Allyson Rene Miele 
Gina Gutierrez Miller 
Laura Kirkbride Miller 

	+ Nestor O. Monte, Jr. 
Sherry Lynn Moore 
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Master of Arts, School of Education

Class of 2020 contiued

	+ Rebecca Marie Moreland 
Kristen L. Moretz 
Ondya Caprice Morgan 

	+ Alexandra Kate Mowbray 
Shelby Ann Murphy 

	+ Lisa Marie Musacchio 
Stephanie Nicole Musselman 

	+ Jessica L. Nanney 
Maddalena Louise Nesbit 
Colleen Laurie Newman 

*	 Monica L. Nolan 
Monica Elizabeth O'Malley 
Kudeet Kimia Omer 
Tanya L. Opiekun 
Christopher D. Osborn 

*	 Rhonda L. Owen 

*	 Raven Owens 
Victoria Elizabeth Parks 

*	 Sara Elizabeth Patrick 
Kristen Renee Pearce 

	+ Candice Arianne Peart 
Demi M. Pedley 
Abby Rebecca Peller 

*	 Leigh Ann Penn 
Mary McCarthy Penny 
Rachel Megan Pierce 
Julia Margaret Ponton 
Kortez D. Prather 

	+ Arun Mathew Puracken 
	+ Michael B. Putt 
David Donald Quinton-Schein 

	+ Ma Vilma Banawis Ramos 
Lydia A. Ramsey 
Sarah Katherine Rasch 
Germania Pacheco Rebaudengo 

	+ Jasmin Briana Reed 
Mary Catherine Resing 

	+ Cortney Lynn Richardson 
Alexandra Catherine Richardson 

Rachel Nicole Roland 

*	 Jaleesa Simone Rose 
Zachary Robert Rowe 
Rachel Rudo 

*	 Dean Thomas Salaris, Jr 
Jessica L. Salim 
Edward Michael Sauer III 

	+ Hannah Scheer-Naff 
	+ Laura Linehan Schuetz 
Amy Virginia Scott 

*	 Amy Marie Scruggs 
Amy M. Searfoss-Fitzgerald 
Jerilee Segarra 

*	 Christine Lorraine Sellars 
Carla Maria Sereno 
Carrie Bernstein Shahady 
Neal Shapiro 
Nancy Carolyn Shivery 
Shakiyla V. Shockley 
Daniel Jason Shump 
Danielle Lynne Simonds 
Brooke Elizabeth Simpkins 
Luke Clifford Sinkler 

	+ Jessica L. Siverd 
Courtney Dawan Smith 
Margaret Grace Smith 

*	 Courtney Boyd Smotherman 
Brittany Anne Snyder 
Kaitlyn Marie Solloway 
Megan Jo Sowinski 
Kellen Paul Stiffler 
Christopher Andrew Stimmel 

	+ Jordan Meredith Stock 
Katie Lynn Stower 
Kayce Nicole Strickland 

*	 Heather Sympson 
	+ Jennifer J. Taylor 
Catherine Grueby Thibault 
Christine Amy Stalter Thompson 
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Master of Arts, School of Education

Class of 2020 contiued

Joshua T. Thompson 
Katherine Ann Thompson 
Katelyn Marie Trossbach 
Abigail Vazquez 
Cristina Venturini 
Stephanie P. Vinson 

	+ David E. Wafle 

*	 Jamal Marshall Walker 
Rachael Michelle Ward 
Melissa Natasha Johnson Warner 
Mary Claire Danko Waterman 
Shauntelya Tyler Weaver 
Bryan Joseph Welker 

	+ Megan Alyse West 
	+ Danielle Nicole Weyant 
	+ Mary Charlene Wiggins 
Robyn Michelle Williams 
Michelle Gallion Williamson 

*	 Jennifer Lynne Wilson 
Lucinda Wilson Kopelke 

	+ Carly Alexandra Wingerd 

*	 Amber Winslow 
Michael Alexander Cedric Wright 

	+ Theresa L. Young 
Susan Elizabeth Zagar

Class of 2021 August 2020, December 2020, May 2021

	+ Karrie Ann Adams-Buoy 
	+ Alyssa C. Albro 
	+ Kimberly Conley Allan 
Patrice D. Anderson 
Amirah Arafat 

	+ Nicholas Salvatore Attanasio  

*	 James Roberto Avampato 
	+ Rebekah Karalyne Baker 
	+ Jessica Brooke Ballantine 
Stevie Rhiannon Barras 

	+ Sarah Beachy 
Robert Bishop 
Laura Matasovsky Blama 
Alaini Elizabeth Boutte 
Kellie Kuzyk Brashears 
Cory Allen Brown 
Kimberly M. Brown 

*	 Miranda Lynn Brown 
Hannah Buckenmaier 

	+ Rebecca A. Bunch 
	+ Kristin Anna Byers 

*	 Gail Ramona Calhoun 
Angie Calloway 

	+ Meghann K. Cannelli 
	+ Andrea D. Capel 
Ashley Lauren Nicole Carter 
Emily Christine Cherry 

*	 Nicole Elizabeth Cleveland 
	+ Teonna Yvonne Coleman 
	+ Christina Marie Colvin 
	+ Tonto S. Corbin, Jr. 
	+ Sarah Elise Dalesio
	+ Paul M. Davy 
Kathryn Grace Deaver 
Ivania Marisol Del Cid 
Alyssa Danielle Demski 

*	 Shannon Denise DeSantis 

*	 Karen Marie Desir 
Donielle Michelle DeToy 
Jacquelyn Rochelle Diggs 
Holli A. Dillard-Cranfill 

	+ Nicole M. Djajachoppina 
James Matthew Dominguez 

	+ Amy Michelle Dykes 

*	 Leslie Edwards 
	+ Angela Eicher 
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Master of Arts, School of Education

Class of 2021 contiued

	+ Kyle Denton Eshom 
Madison Kendall Fell 
Patrice Kendra Fenwick 
Sara Mackenzie Few 

	+ Kristen Bogan Fisher 
	+ Riley Elizabeth Fisher 
Katie Lough Forbes 
Brendan Patrick Ford 
Kathryn Grace Franz 

	+ Christina Ellen Frase 
Evangeline Furton 

	+ Jane Elisabeth Gervasio 
Sara Elizabeth Given 
Jason David Goldman 

	+ Marianna Grace Good 
Adde F. Gross 
Andrew William Hallman 

	+ Catherine Hamblin 
	+ Caitlin Beaty Harrington 
	+ Scott Andrew Hartman 
Brittany M. Holder 

*	 Kevin C. Hook 
	+ Brandon Keith Hoste 
Theresa Pearl How-Yew-Kin 
Emily Lynn Huber 
Claire Maire Huckenpoehler 

	+ Winifred Elizabeth-Boggs Huxoll 
Stephanie Jeeyun Hwang 

	+ Diamonia D. Jackson 

*	 Margaret Nicole Jackson 
Renard Johnson 

	+ Tammy AbulHawa Jones 
	+ Toni Renee Jones 

*	 Matthew Wayne Karpus 
Jovy Luna Llanora Kasper 

	+ Mary Alice Patten Kauffman 
	+ Lisa Marie Kelly 
Taylor Alexus Ann Kent 
Julia Marie Koltas 

Sharon Kate Krome 
	+ Marcus Jerome LeCounte 
Casey B. Lee 
Samantha Nicole Lee 

	+ E. Kurt Lienau 
Kimberley Ann Lizik 

*	 Nicole Renee Locker 
Chetina Maria Long 
Jacob Lovelady 

	+ Ian Gordon MacInnes 

*	 Karley Lane Macomber 
Desiree Sheryce Madden 

*	 Madeline Nicole Makowski 
	+ Juan Carlos Maldonado Gaete 
Melanie Kathleen Maldonado 
Erin Amelia Mallory 
Candice Helene Mandel 
April-Ann K. Marshall 

	+ Shannon Clark Martin 
	+ Ashley Elizabeth Mayr 
Devynn Elizabeth McKenzie-Neary 
Margaret Frances McKeon 

*	 Nakia McKinley 
	+ Terrance Jeremiah McNeil 
Amanda Marie Merillat 
Caroline Marie Miller 

	+ Imani Quinn Miner 
	+ Julie R. Mizak 
	+ Anita Ellen Montes-Snyder 
Bianca Carmela Morales 

	+ Jennifer D. Moses 
Romaira Josefina Moss 
Alexandra Baumgart Mumma 

	+ Sydney Jayne Nester  
Emily Gaetana North 

*	 Rachel Marie Norton 
Grace Eventus Okon 
Courtney M. Oltman 

	+ Olubukola Olutobi Oriowo 
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Master of Arts, School of Education

Class of 2021 contiued

	+ Mia R. Palmer 
	+ Christian M. Palopoli 
Loren Mackensey Pardoe 

*	 Mary K. Peake 
Jennifer M. Pecor
Lori A. Pellock 
Kelley R. Perry

*	 David Michael Peterson 
	+ Alexandra Petrone 
Colette Anne Pierce 

*	 Candice Marie Pledger 
Katelyn Victoria Johnston Poiter 

	+ Yaneth Morena Posada 
Samantha Nicole Prestel 

	+ Lindsey Marie Puopolo 
Margrit Quesnell 
Scott Van Buren Rathbone 

*	 Christina Alexis Raucher 
	+ Emma Barnes Riegel 
Kelsie Rae Riegel Morgan 
Allison Suzanne Riegger 

	+ Lucius Nathaniel Robinson 
	+ Courtney Nicole Rose 
	+ Melissa Rae Sadowski 
	+ Patricia A. Scalise 
	+ Mary Lindsay Scarff 
	+ Mary Kristen Scheffenacker 
LeAnn LaRae Schueneman 
Tessa M. Schwartz 
Cody Sears 

	+ DeLia Dyneisha Shoge 
Jane E. Sims 

	+ Odette De Vera Sison Wilkins 
Timothy Skarda 
Stephanie Smetana 
Fangemonique Advion Dionnechelle Smith 

*	 Ruth Esther Smith 
	+ Megan Ashley Dawn Soly 
	+ Philip Charles Speake 

Jill Caniglia Springer 
Claire Spurrier 

	+ Magdalena Stanulescu 

*	 Cameron Patrick Stehle 
	+ Paige Stephens 
Kelley Deely Stewart 

	+ Taylor M. Stockinger 
Sonya L. Stonewall 

*	 Rebecca Lynne Stough 
Anna Morgan Strachan 

*	 Jacqueline Marie Stratmeyer 
Allison Marie Tarash 

	+ Elyse Julie Taylor 
Mary Catherine Tennant 
Timothy Allen Thiemeyer 
Candyce Laryn Thomas 
Kendra Nicole Thomas 

	+ Amanda Weeks Thompson 
Rebecca Mae Treiber 

*	 Jessica A. Tylor 
Patricia Ann Urnosky 
April Renae Valley 
Grace Vitek 
Iyana Amani Wakefield 

*	 Clara E. Walter 
Desireé Martina Watkis 

*	 Melissa Danielle White 
	+ Andrea Janelle Williams 
	+ Gregory Alan Willison 
	+ Dominique M. Wilson 
Shannon Alise Wilson 

	+ Sharon Ann Wilson 
	+ Cara Lynn Windsor 

*	 Megan Wittling 
	+ Hannah Nicole Woodworth 
Julie Marie Wysocki 
Savannah Yoder 

	+ Rebecca A. Zyla



* August		  +December22

Master of Science, School of Nursing

Class of 2020 August 2019, December 2019, May 2020

Oluseyi Sharon Agbaje 
Donna Marie Arnstein 
Jamie Nicole Avery 
Florence Marie Baumgardner 
Jennifer A. Berry 

	+ Amber Elizabeth Bowers 
Breekera H. Bradford 

	+ Constantia Hermina Bryson 
Kathryn Burns 
Tenika S. Carter 
Teresa A. Carter 

	+ Christie L. Collins 
Yamisi R. Daniel 

	+ Nicole J. Domanski 

*	 Susan Carol Ewers 
	+ Taylor Marie Ferguson 
Susan A. Galusha-Bobango 
Carrie L. Goff 

	+ Jordan N. Harris 

*	 Alhassan Kabia 

Nancy S. Kelley 
Kimberly Ann Lewis 

	+ Grace Hui Muy Ly 

*	 Krishanda M. McKeown 
Susan Gemeny Midgett 

	+ Melissa Anne Morgan 
Catherine Ann Music 

	+ Alexis Taylor Phillips 
Michele T. Pitt 
Angela Dawn Riddle 

	+ Jennifer Riley 
Kristi Kotarski Rocha 
Lisa Franzone Ryan 
Kristen Elizabeth Sessa 
Cindy A. Shreve 

	+ Debra K. Skultety-Robinson 
	+ Octavia Smith 
Dorothy Theresa Steinhice 
Lara Marie Street 
Emily Hunter Werthman
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Master of Science, School of Nursing

Class of 2021 August 2020, December 2020, May 2021

Oluwafunmilayo O. Adebayo
	+ Majeedah Ahmad
Ashleigh Deanna Allen
Kathryn Abigail Brzezenski

	+ Takiyah Talibah Burrell
	+ Brandi E. Caver
Jeremy DeJesus

	+ Annie Palmes Duremdes
	+ Takesha Franklin
Alyssa Carolyn Griesing
Ngozi N. Iwudike
Christine E. Kreiser

	+ Joshua LaBoy
	+ Carrie LaDue-White
	+ Michelle Villa Malicdem 

Stephanie Lynn McCorry
	+ Cara Miller
	+ Joseph R. Paren
	+ Kierre Peters
Odette Flores Riparip

	+ Winna Lue Rogers
	+ Cindy Roles

*	 Ikeia T. Salley
Dionne T. Savage
Shana Rochelle Skeffrey
Christin Statkiewicz
Antionea Larrissa Stiles
Kierra Shauntae Thomas
Paolo Alexis Jose Untalan
Elizabeth M. Zittle



* August		  +December24

Certificate of Advanced Study in Education,  
School of Education

Class of 2020 August 2019, December 2019, May 2020

*	 Natalie Romero Bailey 
Christopher Patrick Harter 

	+ Marja Nidelka Moreno Ruiz 
	+ Maria Lynette Reamore

Class of 2021 August 2020, December 2020, May 2021

*	 Anna N. Andrews 
Lyndsey E. Brightful 

	+ Deborah C. Carey 

	+ Megan Prutzer 
	+ Candace Sumner-Robinson 
	+ Yolanda D. Yates-Diop
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D octoral D egrees 



* August		  +December26

Doctor of Pharmacy, School of Pharmacy

Class of 2020 August 2019, December 2019, May 2020

Aderonke O. Akinbamowo 
Suzan M. Alnabelsi 
Darshita J. Amin 
Tiffany Crawford 
Stephanie Dinh 
Labasse Doumbia 
Carlos L. Echevarria Maldonado 
Megan Brianna Gilliam 

*	 Faraz M. Gohar 
Paula Gyamfi 

*	 Woobum Han 
Camille Hines 

*	 Tyffani-June Loretta Howard 
Tiffany Lauren Kahl 
Hayoung Koo 
Zeinab E. Koosej Cum Laude
Alison Nicole Lunceford 
Kimberly Diane Ly 
Khadra Maraheel 
Rachana K. Mehta Cum Laude

*	 Sandy Wendy Okun Ginsberg 
Chinyere Ashley Onyirimba 
Regina Owusu-Hemeng Cum Laude
Ellison Park 
Mateo Pelja 
Liora A. Quartey 
Katie M. Rexroth 
Tanaz Shirazi 
Julie Balzer Sibbesen Cum Laude
Sabari Nair Surendran 
Aquila Egodam Teko 
Jamie Anne Elizah T. Tubao 
Angela Elizabeth Tyree 
Yaritza I. Velez Burgos 

	+ Dean-Julien Andrew Weatherly 
LaVelle Williams-Smith 
Abigail Kathleen Birch Wilson 

	+ Roland Wong 
Harriet Kyei Yeboah 
Stephanie Noel Young
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Doctor of Pharmacy, School of Pharmacy

Class of 2021 August 2020, December 2020, May 2021

Adeola Adegbohun 
Oscar D. Alvarez Lorenzo 
Carlos A. Amador Zavala 
Bridget Ambe 
Kofi J. Andoh 
Ateeyeh Atefat 
Penelope Atsidis 
Folorunsho T. Ayeni 
Brittany Botescu 
Joshua William Cook 
Cedric Edwards Cuerpo Cum Laude
Magdalena Karobi D'Costa 
Dana Victoriana DelTufo 
Adam F. Diallo Cum Laude
Tuan Quang Doan 
Chukwudozie Enweze 
Ezedi Ezeh 
Maggie Adel Fahim 

	+ Barima Owusu-Sekyere Frempong
Victoria Anna Fusco Cum Laude
Yeisha M. Garcia Menendez 
Sara Gholamrezaeiboushehrinejad 
Carines Paola Gonzalez Reyes 
Kasandra M. González Ramírez 
Sarah Han 
Joan Kariuki Cum Laude
Mina S. Khalil 

Isannette Nicole León Feliciano 
Wintana Mihtsun 
Stephanie A. Millman-Jackson 
Scola W. Muriuki 
Joan S. Nchumuluh 
Hanna Elizabeth Neal 
Roshanak Norouzi 
Kristie Kukhwa Oh 
Henry Nnamdi Okoro 
Alison E. Panchisin 
Jahnavi Patel Cum Laude
Brittney Breana Peak Cum Laude
Nicholas K. Polikandriotis 
Dana Prozementer 
Heidy Vanessa Rivera Muniz 
Mariangeliz Rivera-Reyes 
Dania Rizwan 
Mhawa Sadat 
Sohail Samet 
Camelia I. Santiago-Renta 
Iwon Sato 
Aiman Shaikh 
Shima Sheshbloki 
Keyshla Tubens Collado 
Lisamarie Tubens Diaz 
Melissa Thanh Vu 
Jendayi S. Williams



* August		  +December28

Doctor of Philosophy, School of Education

Class of 2020 August 2019, December 2019, May 2020

+TRACEY REGINA BANKS
Evaluating the Influence of Environmental Stressors on 
Cognitive Development and Self-Efficacy for Students 
Who Live in Poverty

Committee Chair: Dr. Mark Fenster

KATHRYN LAVINA BRAVE
Income, Race, and Achievement Over Time: 
Comparing the Growth of Academically Advanced 
Students Using ECLS-K 1998-2007 Data 

PASSED WITH DISTINCTION
Committee Chair: Dr. Mark Fenster

PATRICK MICHAEL DOBMEIER
A Mixed-Methods Study of Black Males’ Perceptions 
of Their Advanced Placement(AP) Experiences and the 
Transition to College

Committee Chair: Dr. Patricia Dwyer

KATIE LAUREN KRUG FILLING
Title I spending in elementary schools: the relation to 
school principal characteristics, school characteristics, 
and reading achievement 

PASSED WITH DISTINCTION
Committee Chair: Dr. Gary Thrift

ERIN RAE GOULDIN
“A Purse of Her Own”: Susan B. Anthony’s Fight for 
The Economic Independence of Women

Committee Chair: Dr. Evelyn Spratt

ORINTHIA DAVINE HARRIS
Effects of Teacher Self-efficacy on Academic Growth in 
Reading and Math

Committee Chair: Dr. Kelly Bull

JUSTINE F. KHADDURI
Educational Foundations and the ED200F Course at 
Teachers College, Columbia University (1927-1935) 

Committee Chair: Dr. Andrew Moore

+PAULINE SMITH KLEISSA
The Effect of Mentoring on The Experience of 
Community College Students Who Transfer to Four-
Year Institutions: A Qualitative Exploratory Case Study

Committee Chair: Dr. Kathryn Doherty

KARL GILBERT MICHAEL RADDAY
Federal Development of The National School Lunch 
Program from an Agricultural Support To A Child 
Welfare Program

Committee Chair: Dr. Evelyn Spratt

KATHLEEN MICHELLE REINEKE
Teacher Use of Computer-Based and Paper-Pencil 
Reading Tasks: the Implications of Computer-Based 
High-Stakes Assessments for Daily Instruction And 
Assessment of Students in Grades 3–5

Committee Chair: Dr. Dawn Jacobs

JILLIAN MARIE ROCCHIO
Supporting the Needs of General Education Teachers 
of English Language Learners

PASSED WITH DISTINCTION
Committee Chair: Dr. Christa DeKleine

+SHEILA ELIZABETH ROHDE
Teachers’ Perceptions of Classroom Environmental 
Factors That Influence Middle School Students’ 
Motivation 

Committee Chair: Dr. Gary Thrift

SUSAN RUPPERT SERGEANT
The Effects of A Changed Grading Policy on Teacher 
Practices and Perceptions of Student Motivation and 
Learning

Committee Chair: Dr. Angela Snyder

LONA LEE TRULOVE
A Mixed-Methods Analysis of Gender Construction in 
Black-Eyed Susan Novels

Committee Chair: Dr. Patricia Dwyer
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Doctor of Philosophy, School of Education

Class of 2020 contiued

+KATHLEEN ANN WELSH
Indicators of Equal Education: Shifts in Independent 
School Library Media Centers

Committee Chair: Dr. Patricia Dwyer

+HENRY RAYMOND WROBLEWSKI
Presence of Standards in Catholic Elementary School 
Principal Evaluation Instruments

Committee Chair: Sr. Mary Fitzgerald

Class of 2021 August 2020, December 2020, May 2021

MICHAEL R. FEIST
Resilience and the Underutilization of On-Campus 
Mental Health Resources by the Veteran Student

Committee Chair: Dr. Angelo Letizia

CARA D. JEANNE
Black Female Teachers Who Stay: Teacher Efficacy 
through Counter Narratives

Committee Chair: Dr. Stephanie Savick

MICHAEL J. QUINN
Assets, Anomalies, and Oddities: Assessing Faculty 
Perceptions of Nontraditional Scholars with Online 
Ph.D. Credentials

Committee Chair: Dr. Patricia Dwyer

XIOMARA E. RIVERA PAGAN
How Educational Language Policy Orientations 
and Ideologies Relate to English Language Learner 
Outcomes: A Mixed-Methods Analysis

Committee Chair: Dr. Molly Dunn

MATTHEW J. SULLIVAN
Perceptions and Decision-Making of Middle and 
High School Administrators Regarding Relational 
Aggression

Committee Chair: Dr. Gary Thrift

LISA TRATTNER
The Complexities of a Nineteenth Century Icon: Emma 
Hart Willard

Committee Chair: Dr. Evelyn Spratt
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Sister Mary Maher, a native New Yorker, graduated from the Academy 
of the Holy Angels, Demarest, New Jersey, an SSND sponsored 
institution, in 1968. She entered the School Sisters of Notre Dame in 
Wilton, Connecticut, the following fall, and enrolled as a student at 
Fairfield University, Connecticut, and earned a bachelor’s degree.

Following profession as a School Sister of Notre Dame in 1972, Sister Mary taught at Saint 
Saviour High School in Brooklyn, New York. She began studies at Catholic University of America 
where she earned a Doctor of Philosophy in Systematic Theology. Sister Mary taught at the 
undergraduate and graduate levels at Villanova University, Philadelphia, and Washington 
Theological Union, District of Columbia.

Sister Mary was elected leader of the Wilton, Connecticut, province of the School Sisters of 
Notre Dame in 2001, and subsequently elected as the first provincial of the newly formed 
Atlantic-Midwest province in 2005. Two years later, Sister Mary was elected by representatives 
of the entire congregation as the 11th international leader of the School Sisters of Notre Dame, 
with international offices in Rome, Italy. Sister was re-elected to this position in 2015, for the 
second of two five-year terms.

Recognized as an engaging and inspiring speaker on a broad range of theological and educational 
issues, as well as global and social justice topics, Sister Mary Maher has been a frequent keynote 
speaker at national and international conferences. Her essays and monographs on contemporary 
social concerns have also generated wide interest and commentary.

Sister Mary served as a member of the Board of Trustees at Notre Dame of Maryland 
University during her tenure as provincial of the Atlantic-Midwest province, from 
2005 to 2007. For sister’s commitment to the mission and goals of NDMU, for her 
unfailing support of education and for her international leadership, Notre Dame 

of Maryland University is pleased to award the Doctor of Humane Letters,
  

honoris causa, to  
Sister Mary Maher

on this 23rd day of May 2021. 

Honorary Doctorate

Sister Mary Maher
School Sister of Notre Dame 
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Board of Trustees
Patricia McLaughlin, SSND ‘66  
Chair

Heather Klink  
Vice Chair

Mary Noel Albers, SSND
Kathleen Beres ‘70
Lauren Cellucci
Patrick Cimerola
Cathryn Curia ‘69
Tom Galloway
Nancy Gilchriest, SSND
Patrick Hughes

John Keenan
Owen Knott
Charmaine Krohe, SSND ‘75
William J. McCarthy, Jr.
Patricia Murphy, SSND ‘69
Janese Murray
Anthony O’Brien
Amanda Rumsey-Ballard ‘08
Mary Ellen Russell
Stephanie Reid '84
Judith Schaum, SSND ‘65

Robert Scott
Vernon Wright

Mark Fenster 
Faculty Representative

Sydney Miller 
Student Representative

James W. Constable, Esq. 
Counsel, Ex-officio

Marylou Yam 
President, Ex-officio

Trustee Associates
Marc Blum
Carroll Bodie
Christina Bolmarcich '97
Donna Easton ‘70
Kristine Howanski, Esq.
Marion I. Knott

Michael D. Lippy
Robert Manfredi
Daniel Muhly
Vicky Munafo
Mary Anne O’Donnell
Frank Palmer

Lori Pollack ‘08
Mary Louise Preis
John Smyth
Christine G. Snyder ‘77
Kathleen D. Solomon
Diana M. Trout ‘97

Notre Dame of Maryland University

Alumnae and Alumni Council
The Alumnae and Alumni Council is a leadership board representing the entire alumnae 
and alumni community. On behalf of the community, we extend our sincere congratulations 
to each graduate. You have just joined a family of exceptional local, national, and global leaders. 
As everyone is engaged in using their degree to the fullest, we also strive to pay it forward. There 
are many ways in which you will find meaning in your new graduate status: perhaps it is attending 
Reunion Weekend or a campus program, staying in touch with your professors, or helping out a 
current student. However you choose to be involved, we look forward to getting to know you.

Stay up-to-date on all things NDMU by sharing your contact information with the Office of Alumnae 
and Alumni Relations. Simply email ndmalum@ndm.edu. We are thrilled you have joined our ranks. 
Welcome to the family!

Congratulations Graduates!
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Mace
In November 1979, Mary John Bersch, SSND ‘52, professor of art, designed and carved a mace for 
Notre Dame of Maryland University.

On the top of the mace, the original seal is carved in sweet gum wood, taken from Fourier Hall. The 
obverse of the seal is a stylized design of the Gibbons Hall tower. The handle of the mace is made 
of white oak, the Maryland State tree. Inserted in the handle is a brass key from an original door of 
Gibbons Hall.

The base of the holder is an ornamental part of the original marble altar in Marikle Chapel. The brass 
part of the holder is from a door fixture in Economy Hall, now Rice Hall.

The University
For over 125 years, Notre Dame has educated leaders who make a difference in their professional 
careers, their communities and the world. Founded by the School Sisters of Notre Dame, Notre 
Dame of Maryland University has anticipated and met contemporary needs with visionary 
educational programs since 1895. Rooted in the Catholic tradition, with an emphasis on the liberal 
arts and service to others, a Notre Dame education challenges students to strive for excellence, 
build inclusive communities, and promote social responsibility. 

September 9, 2011 marked a historic institutional milestone, as the College of Notre Dame of 
Maryland became Notre Dame of Maryland University. The university designation reflects Notre 
Dame’s growing number of graduate-level degree options and strengthens its long-standing 
tradition to provide exceptional academic programs that address the goals of contemporary 
students and the workplace needs of a global economy. The University is organized into four distinct 
and distinguished schools—Arts, Sciences, and Business, Education, Nursing, and Pharmacy—which 
offer rigorous academic programs and exceptional advising and support. The School of Pharmacy is 
the first in the United States affiliated with a women’s college. The Women’s College remains central 
to Notre Dame’s mission, and our College of Adult Undergraduate Studies and College of Graduate 
Studies offer innovative academic and learning options for adult leaders who want to advance their 
professional skills and enrich their lives and the lives of others.

Notre Dame’s programs are based on the philosophy that lifelong learning empowers individuals 
of all ages. These programs provide meaningful opportunities for intellectual and cultural growth 
to a wide range of students, locally, and globally. A Child’s Place, Notre Dame’s accredited 
preschool and kindergarten, promotes the social and cognitive development of children ages 
three to six. The English Language Institute provides an intensive English language program 
for non-native speakers who wish to advance their academic or professional careers, and Notre 
Dame’s respected Renaissance Institute offers intellectually challenging, peer-led courses for those 
50 years of age and better. 

Today, Notre Dame’s mission is as vital and relevant as it was more than 125 years ago.  
Our motto,Veritatem prosequimur (We pursue truth) has sustained and strengthened the University 
for more than a century and will continue to inspire us as we educate leaders to transform the world.

Notre Dame of Maryland University
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Honors Designations
Degrees with Latin honors are conferred on students who achieve the following grade point average 
based on at least 60 credit hours completed at Notre Dame:

3.90 for the distinction summa cum laude

3.70 for the distinction magna cum laude 

3.50 for the distinction cum laude

Graduate degrees (except for Pharmacy) do not carry Latin honor designations. Latin honors 
listed are based on credits and grades earned as of Fall 2020. Once degrees are officially 
certified, Latin honors on the diploma and transcript will be based on all credits and grades 
earned at Notre Dame of Maryland University.

Academic Dress
The custom of wearing academic dress stems from the Middle Ages, when scholars were also clerics 
and wore the apparel of their monastic order. The hood was originally a cowl attached to the gown, 
which could be slipped over the head for warmth. The cap was originally round but has evolved to 
the varieties that we see today.

The gown varies for the respective degrees. The bachelor’s gown can be distinguished by its long, 
pointed sleeves. The master’s gown is designed to be worn with the arms through the slits in the 
elbows of the sleeves. The doctor’s gown has full, bell-shaped sleeves with three horizontal bars 
stitched across the elbows of the sleeves. There is a velvet panel draped around the neck and 
stitched down the front edges. This velvet trimming may be either black or the same color as the 
velvet border of the hood.

The hood also varies for the respective degrees. The bachelor’s and master’s hoods are of the same 
design, pointed at the base. The bachelor’s hood is three feet long; the master’s hood is three and a 
half feet long. The doctor’s hood is four feet long, of fuller shape and rounded at the base.

The silk lining of the hood represents the institution that granted the degree. The hood is bordered 
with velvet, the color of which indicates the field of study in which the degree was earned.

Notre Dame of Maryland University
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Notre Dame of Maryland University

Hood Color
Administration & Supervision for Changing Populations: ............................................... Navy Blue
Analytics in Knowledge Management: .....................................................................................Gold
Bachelor of Art: ...................................................................................................................... White
CASE: ....................................................................................................................................Light Blue
Contemporary Communication: .................................................................................................White
English Literature: ................................................................................................................... White
Gifted and Talented Education: ...........................................................................................Light Blue
Instructional Leadership for Changing Populations: ..........................................................Light Blue
Leadership and Management: .....................................................................................................Drab
Leadership in Special Education: ..........................................................................................Light Blue
Leadership in Teaching: ........................................................................................................Light Blue
Non-Profit Management: ..............................................................................................................Drab
Nursing: ..................................................................................................................................... Apricot
Pharmacy: ......................................................................................................................................Olive
Radiological Sciences: ..................................................................................................................Gold
Teaching: ...............................................................................................................................Light Blue

Cord Color
Association for Women in Communications: .......................................................................... Gold
Bonner Leaders: ................................................................................................ Light Blue & White
Campus Activities Board (CAB) Executive Board: ...................................................Gold and Silver
Desk Assistants: ............................................................................................Forest Green & Purple
Kappa Gamma Pi: ......................................................................................................Brown & Ivory
Kappa Delta Pi, International Honor Society in Education: .............................Jade Green & Violet 
Phi Lambda Sigma, Pharmacy Leadership Society: ...................................................Gold & Green 
Resident Advisors: ........................................................................................ Gold, Purple, & White
The Rho Chi Society, Academic Honor Society in Pharmacy: ................................. Purple & White
Sigma, Honor Society in Nursing: ...........................................................................Orchid & White
Student Ambassadors: ........................................................................................Light Blue & Gold
Student Association of Nurses at Notre Dame (SANND): .............. Light Blue, Navy Blue, & White
Student Government Association (SGA) Executive Board: .....................................Gold and Silver
Trailblazers Program, First Generation Undergraduate Students: ..........Gold, Royal Blue, & White
Undergraduate Class Council: ............................................... Emerald Green, Royal Blue, & White
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Alma Mater
We raise our voices proudly, 
dear Notre Dame, to your name.
How rich is the heritage 
your students claim!
The years have made you glorious 
to those who seek after truth,
Answering the challenge 
you set for our youth.
Founded in a great tradition, 
strong in wisdom’s might,
You bear the colors of Our Lady— 
her blue and white;
And we who share these college years, 
spirited or calm,
Pledge our love forever to you,
Notre Dame.
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